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A  country  girl  came  up  from  the  Ozarks  to  work  for  a  woman  I  know,  who  lived 
in  a  Missouri  city.    And  what  do  you  suppose  impressed  this  girl  more  than  anything 
else  in  Mrs.  B's  comfortable  and  convenient  home?    She  wrote  to  her  folks:  "You 
just  turn  a  little  do-funny  at  the  kitchen  sink,  and  the  water  comes  out.    As  much 
as  you  want.    Hot  or  cold." 

If  you  think  that's  an  isolated  case  of  lack  of  acquaintance  with  ordinary 
running  water  coming  out  of  taps,  let  me  give  you  some  information  collected  by  the 
Bureau,  of  Home  Economics  in  its  nation-wide  study  of  consumer-purchases.     The  figure' 
on  plumbing  facilities-  or  the  lack  of  them,-  were  collected  in  four  different 
regions  of  the  United  States. 

"Modern  plumbing  facilities  appear  to  be  much  less  prevalent  than  is  commonly 
supposed,  "  says  the  bureau,     "Among  both  small  city  and  village  families  there  was  a 
sharp    increase  in  household  conveniences,  including  plumbing  and  running  water,  as 
incomes  climbed  upward.     This  indicated  that  lack  of  such  equipment  was  largely  a 
natter  of  not  being  able  to  afford  it." 

Nevertheless  there  is  something  startling  to  those  of  us  who  think  nothing  of 
turning  on  a  do-funny"  and  having  water  come  out,   to  learn  actual  facts  revealed  by 
the  bureau's  survey.    For  example,  more  than  5,000  families  were  selected  for  study 
in  the  southeastern  section  of  the  country-  in  Georgia,  North  and  South  Carolina, 
tod  Mississippi.     These  families  could  be  expected  to  have  better  housing  facilities 
-aan  the  entire  population  in  these  communities  since  none  had  received  relief  during 
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the  year  the  survey  was  made.     In  addition,   the  group  covered  in  the  final  report 
included  only  native-white  families  with  both  husband  and  wife,  and  in  the  farm 
sample,  only  the  operators.     Negro  families  and  farm  sharecroppers  were  studied 
ieparately . 

I  In  the  cities  of  this  section,  when  family  income  was  below  $500,  only  6  per 

Cent  had  running  hot  and  cold  water.     In  villages,  fewer  than  2  percent  at  this  in- 
jome  level  had  hot  and  cold  water  for  baths,  while  only  a  third  of  the  families  had 
I  kitchen  sink  with  a  drain,  and  an  indoors  toilet.    As  income  increased  more  of  the 
families  were  able  to  have  sanitary  facilities. 

The  picture  for  farm  families  showed  that  sanitary  facilities  were  even  less 
prevalent  than  in  cities  and  villages.    Even  when  incomes  were  as  high  as  $3,000  or 
Iver,  only  about  l/3  of  the  farm  families  in  the  southeastern  region  had  running  hot 
•nd  cold  water  in  their  homes.     Considerably  more  than  one-third,  however,  had  in- 
stalled a  kitchen  sink  with  a  drain.     Not  until  the  incomes  of  these  farm  families 
leached  $1750  did  as  many  as  10  percent  of  them  have  indoor  running  water,  and  even 
then  not  quite  10  percent  had  indoor  toilets. 

The  kitchen  sink  with  a  drain  was  the  first  plumbing  facility  installed  by 
families  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  whether  they  lived  in  cities,  villages,  or  on 
■arms.    Next  an  indoor  toilet  was  wanted,  then  running  hot  and  cold  water  for  baths 
Ir  showers. 

Now  let's  look  at  some  states  in  the  North  Central  portion  of  the  country- 
Irom  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa.     The  report  says,  "Even  the  kitchen  sink  with  drain  was 
lot  present  in  all  homes,  either  in  cities  or  villages,  until  income  was  quite  well 
lp.     On  farms  not  even  at  the  highest  income  levels  did  100  percent  of  the  families 
lave  this  ordinary  convenience."    The  kitchen  sink  with  a  drain  is  a  step  forward, 
lince  the  housewife  does  not  have  to  lift  out  used  water  to  empty  it.     Often  a  hand 
•ump  provides  the  house  with  water  from  a  well  or  cistern  or  rain-water  barrel.  But 
In  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  even  with  incomes  of  $2500  or  more,  about  l/7th  of  the 
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farm  families  lacked  any  indoor  water  supply. 

There  was  a  marked  increase  in  plumbing  facilities  from  one  income  level  to 
another  in  the  plains  and  mountain  region-  Kansas,  Colorado,  Utah,  Montana  and  the 
Dakotas.     As  income  advanced,  families  found  it  possible  to  have  plumbing  conven- 
iences either  in  their  own  homes  or  in  those  they  rented.     City  families  did  not 
have  all  the  standard  plumbing  items  until  income  reached  $2,000.     None  of  the 
village  families  had  all  these  facilities  until  income  reached  $4,000.    And  at  no 
Income  level,  not  even  the  highest,  did  half  of  the  farm  families  have  all  these 
Conveniences  in  the  Plains  and  mountain  region. 

Out  on  the  Pacific  Coast  families  rate  higher  in  plumbing  conveniences,  but 
fihere  is  still  much  to  be  desired  for  farm  families  with  incomes  below  $1,000  a  yea: 
In  the  income  group  between  $750  to  $1,000,  61  percent  had  running  water  in  their 
lomes.     Bat  13  percent  of  the  remaining  families  studied  at  this  level  had  no  indoor 
later  supply  whatever.     After  income  reached  $1750  these  farm  families  in  Washingtor 
Irid  Oregon  were  able  to  put  in  more  plumbing  equipment. 

It  is  possible  for  simple  plumbing  systems  to  be  installed  by  the  men  of  the 
family  who  are  handy  with  tools.     This  reduces  the  cost  of  such  improvements.  The 
0.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  has  a  free  Farmers'  Bulletin,  No.  1426,   on  farm 
flumbing,  also  one  on  modernizing  farmhouses,  No.  1749.     This  one  gives  the  approxi- 
mate cost  of  installing  running  water,  a  kitchen  sink,  a  bathroom,  toilet,  septic 
fenk  and  sewer  connections.     Other  free  publications  tell  how  to  build  a  septic  tank 
fr  otherwise  arrange,  for  sewage  disposal.    Write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agri- 
kilture  for  any  of  these  bulletins  on  plumbing. 
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